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PAGE 1: Splash 

 

Picture biology class. Think burners, long tables, a sink, microscopes and etc throughout the 

classroom in the background. We see around 8 students facing the dorky dressed and looking 

MS. SMITHERS at the front of the classroom. We are looking at the back of the kids heads 

with no real distinction or characteristics. 

 

CAPTION 1: There has been an outbreak of hiccupoplexy at North Air High School. No one 

knows what’s causing it. 

 

CAPTION 2: What starts off as hiccups turns into nose bleeds, and eventually death. A meeting 

is called to launch an investigation by the well accredited biology teacher, MS. SMITHERS. 

 

MS. SMITHERS:  Okay, RANDI, CARSON, and BILLY I need you to search the school 

and note any strong odors. It could be the cause of this outbreak of hiccups. I need the rest of you 

to stay here and help me with the online research of this disease.  

 

SFX: HICCUP 
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Panel 1:  

We see the three students in the hall. The hall is standard brick with pale colors and school 

posters here and there. CARSON is in front and RANDI is right behind him. BILLY is behind 

RANDI with a look of annoyance as he looks at RANDI pining over CARSON. CARSON is 

dressed in gym shorts and has on a tank revealing his muscular arms. RANDI is dressed in a pair 

of jeans, a colorful vest and glasses. JIMMY has on Jeans and a dull colored polo shirt.  

 

CAPTION: BILLY has a thing for RANDI, but RANDI has a thing for CARSON, and CARSON 

could care less. 

 

RANDI (thought):  Heart emojis. 

 

Panel 2:  

The kids have now come to an intersection where they can go straight ahead, left, or right.  

BILLY is in front now and is pointing to the left.  

 

BILLY:  I think we should go to the gym first, it’s the broadest area. We can split 

up.  

 

 

Panel 3: 

We see a high school gym with the typical basketball court, bleachers, and at least one basketball 

goal. We see the students going in different directions.  

 

Panel 4: 

RANDI is walking towards a wall with a painted over door that is barely visible. 

 

CAPTION 2: RANDI sees something strange… 

 

RANDI:  Hey, guys, come here. I think I found something. 
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Panel 1: 

All three are standing at the half-opened door with RANDI’S hand on the door. We see the kids 

looking inside the dark that actually looks like an underground tunnel. 

 

SFX (door opening): CREEEEK 

 

Panel 2: 

The Students are staring into the dark tunnel through the door. CARSON looks intrigued as he is 

attempting to go through the door, RANDI looks afraid and has a hold of CARSON’s arm trying 

to stop him from going in, and BILLY looks confused as he scratches his head. 

 

CARSON:  Come on guys, this is cool!  

 

BILLY:  Whoa… 

 

RANDI:  CARSON, don’t… I think we should go back.  

 

 

Panel 3:  

The students are back in the classroom and everyone is looking scared and confused except for 

CARSON, who is still looking intrigued. 

 

CAPTION: Now back in class, the kids try to explain to the others.  

 

RANDI:  MS. SMITHERS, there’s definitely something down there- 

 

CARSON:  It was so cool! We should check it out! 

 

BILLY:  I don’t think we should- 

 

MS. SMITHERS:  No one’s going back down there. 

 

SFX: HICUPP 

 

 

Panel 4:  

Close-up of the kids in the forefront with the rest of the class in the background. 

 

JIMMY huddles up with RANDI, CARSON, and BILLY at the back of the class while MS. 

SMITHERS is still addressing the rest of the class. Think secrets and whispering.  

 

JIMMY:   Hey, I bet MR. WAXMAN knows what’s down there. We just gotta sneak 

out of here.  

 



 

Panel 5:  

PRINCIPAL FRANK appears with a large confident or arrogant smile on his face. MS. 

SMITHERS looks somewhat annoyed at PRINCIPAL FRANK. We see the kids sneak out the 

back door in the background. 

 

PRINCIPAL FRANK: I’m here to help. Let’s save the school! 
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Panel 1:  

We see CARSON, and BILLY are running after JIMMY who is in the lead. JIMMY has on 

preppy clothes. Think khakis and a button up shirt. RANDI is at a standstill.  

 

JIMMY:  Hurry up, guys. We’re gonna get caught.  

 

RANDI:  Wait… Slow down… I feel weird.  

 

RANDI:  Hiccuphuhhh… hiccuphuhhh… hiccuphuhhh… hiccuphuhhh… 

 

 

Panel 2: 

They are standing in the hall and we see doors on both sides of the walls.  

RANDI is hysterical and BILLY tries to comfort her by patting her on the shoulder. JIMMY is in 

the background bent over laughing. BILLY is looking back at Jimmy in anger. CARSON just 

looks confused. 

 

JIMMY:   Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha… 

 

SFX (Pat on Randi’s back): PAT, PAT, PAT. 

 

 

Panel 3: 

BILLY, brows furrowed, teeth clinched, and fist balled up, runs at JIMMY. JIMMY’s eyebrows 

are raised and his hands are out-front to protect himself.  

 

 

Panel 4:  

JIMMY shoves BILLY down on the ground. Both look enraged.  

 

SFX (Billy hitting the ground): BOOM 

 

 

Panel 5: 

CARSON steps in-between JIMMY and the now standing BILLY. Both JIMMY and BILLY are 

in a fighting stance and CARSON has his hands on both of the guys’ chest.  

 

CARSON:  Hiccup… hiccup… hiccup… 

 

 

Panel 6: Profile  

RANDI is crying again and CARSON is trying to comfort her. She has tears streaming down and 

her face and CARSON looks concerned.  

 



RANDI:  Hiccuphuhh… hiccuphuhh- 

 

CARSON:  Hiccup… it’s… hiccup… gon…hiccup…be… hiccup… okay… hiccup… 
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Panel 1: 

All four kids are standing in a messy utility room. MR. WAXMAN is looking at CARSON and 

RANDI strangely. MR. WAXMAN has on a janitorial jumpsuit that looks worn. MR. 

WAXMAN has sweat droplets of nervousness on his head. 

 

BILLY:  These two have been hiccupping none stop for about 10 minutes. It’s 

spreading throughout the school every day. 

 

JIMMY:  They said they found a hidden door behind the gym.  

 

CARSON:   Hiccup… hiccup… hiccup… 

 

RANDI:   Hiccup… hiccup… hiccup… 

 

MR. WAXMAN (thought): Exclamation points and question marks above his head.  

 

 

Panel 2:  

Everyone is still inside the closet. RANDI is still crying. MR. WAXMAN is still nervous.  

 

CARSON:  Yeah! Hiccup… there… hiccup… was… hiccup… tunnel- 

 

BILLY:  What he’s trying to say is there’s a tunnel behind the door. It looks like a 

light or something deep inside, like somethings in there. 

 

JIMMY:  Yeah. You know anything ‘bout it? 

 

 

Panel 3: 

They are out of the closet now but are standing right in front of it. We can see the closet in the 

background. All of the kids are looking intently at MR. WAXMAN who has his back to them 

appearing to be walking away.  

 

MR. WAXMAN: I don’t know anything ‘bout no tunnel. You should probably stay away 

from it. 

 

JIMMY:  But you know everything ‘bout this school. 

 

BILLY:  Just tell us. We are trying to save my… uh… friends. 

 

 

Panel 4:  

Mr. Waxman is scratching his head in thought facing the kids again. The kids are all looking at 

him intently. 



 

BILLY:  Please, Mr. Waxman, you’re the only one who can help us. 

 

JIMMY:  I know you know, man. Just tell us.  

 

MR. WAXMAN: Fine, but you can’t tell anyone ‘bout this. I need you to get me some 

supplies first and I’ll tell you everything I know.  
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Panel 1: 

This is a piece of paper with a penciled list of items on it:  

Screwdriver, a bag of lemons, Vaseline, a rope, a shovel, sunglasses, welding gear and tools.  

 

CAPTION: A strange list indeed… 

 

 

Panel 2: 

The kids look confused as they watch MR. WAXMAN walk off. Shoulders shrugging and the 

like.  

 

 

Panel 3: 

The kids are facing each other right outside of the utility closet trying to come up with a plan.  

 

BILLY:  RANDI, you and I can go to the workshop. I’m sure we can find 

somethings there.  

 

RANDI:  Well… hiccup… I wanted… hiccup… to… hiccup… fine. 

 

JIMMY:  CARSON, I bet we can find something in the front offices and cafeteria.  

 

 

Panel 4: 

We see BILLY and RANDI in the workshop gathering the welding gear, a shovel, rope, and a 

screwdriver.  

 

BILLY:   I think that’s everything we could possibly find in here. Let’s go. 

 

RANDI:   Hiccup… Okay… hiccup.  

 

 

Panel 5: 

JIMMY and CARSON are standing near a counter that looks like the typical counter at the front 

office of a school. They are holding glasses, Vaseline, and a bag of lemons. Carson’s nose starts 

bleeding. Jimmy is looking at Carson with concern.  

 

JIMMY:   I think that’s everything. BILLY and RANDI should’ve found the other 

items.  

 

CARSON:  Hiccup…yeah…hiccup.  

 

CAPTION: Now that they have everything, it’s time to face MR. WAXMAN again.  
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Panel 1: 

The students are back in the utility room with MR. WAXMAN with all of the items from the list. 

Carson is holding a piece of bloody tissue to his nose.  

 

JIMMY:   We got everything you asked for. Now tell us— 

 

RANDI:   Why did you… hiccup… already have…hiccup… the list? 

 

MR. WAXMAN: I already knew about the hiccups. I was trying to fix it.  

 

BILLY:  How are you going to fix it with this crap? People are dying! 

 

JIMMY:  Whatever you are going to do, do it fast. Carson has the nose bleeds now.  

 

 

Panel 2: 

MR. WAXMAN and the students are standing outside of the door behind the gym. The door is 

open and he is standing in front of it. There is a rope on the inside knob of the door. I would like 

to show the gym in the background to make it more noticeable where they are. MR. WAXMAN 

has his finger up against his lip looking back at the kids shushing them.  

 

MR. WAXMAN: Shhhh… 

 

CAPTION: MR. WAXMAN has brought the kids back to the hidden door.  

 

 

Panel 3:  

The kids are inside the tunnel with MR. WAXMAN. The door is closed and it is dark inside with 

a bit of light from the distance. Everyone has their hands on the rope behind MR. WAXMAN.  

 

MR. WAXMAN: Grab ahold of the rope and don’t let go.  

 

JIMMY:  What’s that noise? 

 

CARSON:   It smells… hiccup… in here.  

 

RANDI:  What’s that sound? Hiccup… 

 

SFX (humming sound from the alien device): HMMM… 

 

 

Panel 4: 

They are deeper in the tunnel and the light is stronger. We can see it illuminating their faces.  



The noise is louder. There is a big crater straight ahead with a big glowing globe inside of it. 

RANDI’S nose is bleeding now too. 

 

CAPTION: It is becoming more and more apparent to the students that something weird is going 

on in this tunnel.  

 

BILLY:   MR. WAXMAN, what is going on here? What is that thing down there? 

 

MR. WAXMAN: I’ll explain later, but right now I need yall’s help. 

 

SFX (sound from the device): VROOM! VROOM! VROOM! 

 

 

Panel 5: 

MR. WAXMAN is climbing down into the crater while holding on to the rope. He has on the 

welding gear. This panel will be just him and the crater.  

 

MR. WAXMAN: Toss me that shovel.  

 

SFX (sound from the device):  VROOM! VROOM! VROOM! 
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Panel 1: 

MR. WAXMAN digs around the device in the crater he is looking back up at the kids. The 

students are wide eyed as they look on in fear, and amusement. The light from the crater is 

brighter than before.  

 

MR. WAXMAN: JIMMY, bring me the other items.  

 

RANDI:  Don’t!  

 

BILLY:  You don’t know what that thing is, man. 

 

CARSON:  I think he has to… hiccup. 

 

JIMMY:  It may be the only way to save everybody. 

 

 

Panel 2:  

JIMMY is in the crater with MR. WAXMAN. He is assisting him as he unscrews the device. As 

we get a close up of the device, it looks like a hamster wheel with a glowing object inside of it. 

The object looks alien in form with no real features or distinctions. It looks like a glowing object 

of many colors, like a crystal. 

 

MR. WAXMAN: Everyone, put on your glasses! 

 

JIMMY:   It’s so loud! It feels like its’ pulsating. Is it alive? 

 

MR. WAXMAN: It is. 

 

 

Panel 3:  

CARSON and RANDI are really sick now. Their noses are bleeding really bad and their hiccups 

are nonstop. They both are sitting on the ground trying to stop the bleeding. BILLY is trying to 

comfort and help them 

 

 

Panel 4:  

MR. WAXMAN gathers the welding tools in his hand while JIMMY slathers Vaseline around 

the device’s seal.  

 

SFX (sound from the device): VROOM! VROOM! VROOM! VROOM! 

 

 

Panel 5: 



MR. WAXMAN holds the top of the device in his hand and there is light pouring out of it. 

Everyone is shielding their eyes and looking away with their glasses. 

 

CAPTION: The light and sound are unbearable! 

 

SFX (sound from the device): VROOM! VROOM! VROOM! VROOM! VROOM! 
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Panel 1: 

MR. WAXMAN is welding away at the something inside the device. Sparks fly up around the 

welding gun. The light from the device is not so bright and the sound intensity decreases. This 

panel is him and the device alone again.  

 

SFX (sound from the device): VROOM! VROOM! VROOM! 

 

 

Panel 2:  

The sound is down to a humming noise and the light is a study glow now but considerably 

dimmer, making the tunnel darker. MR. WAXMAN has a pocket knife and the bag of lemons in 

his hands. The other students are climbing down the rope.  

 

MR. WAXMAN: The rest of you get down here.  

 

SFX (sound from the device): HMMM… 

 

 

Panel 3: 

MR. WAXMAN and JIMMY are screwing the top on the device while the rest of the kids 

squeeze lemon juice all over the top of it and the ground around it. The noise is gone and the 

light is a flicker.  

 

RANDI:  MR. WAXMAN, this is some creepy… hiccup… 

 

BILLY:   How long have you known this was here? And, how did you know what to 

do? 

 

CARSON:  Yeah, dude, you are into some weird… hiccup… 

 

MR. WAXMAN: I’ll explain everything. Let’s just got out of here first. 

 

SFX (lemon juice drips): DRIP… DROP… DRIP… 

 

 

Panel 4: 

Everyone is heading out of the tunnel holding on to the rope. The door is right in front of them 

and we see the light from the door illuminating their faces.  
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Panel 1: 

Everyone is standing in the gym and all eyes are on MR. WAXMAN. The students look eager 

for answers. Eyes wide and mouths open.  

 

JIMMY:   We’ll take those answers now.  

 

MR. WAXMAN: Right… It was many years ago… when I still lived on Earth.  

 

RANDI:   You lived on Earth? Hiccup… 

 

MR. WAXMAN: Yes. I was hunting and I heard a weird noise. The same noise we heard in 

the tunnel. 

 

 

Panel 2: 

They are all sitting down on the bleachers now, leaning in listening to MR. WAXMAN.  

 

MR. WAXMAN;  I saw an alien doing the same thing that we just did. It told me that we had 

depleted our Earth and It was trying to help us.  

 

MR. WAXMAN: It told me that I could save our race if I kept that thing living. Because of 

where they are from, it needs a slightly acidic environment to live.  

 

CARSON:  Yeah, but how did you get it here? 

 

MR. WAXMAN When we had to evacuate Earth, I knew that I had to bring it if we were to 

survive. 

 

MR. WAXMAN: I talked with the architect and showed it to him. He created me this hidden 

tunnel to hide it.  

 

CAPTION: There was only one problem with this story… 

 

 

Panel 3: 

This is a close up of BILLY. He looks confused.  

 

BILLY:  But, no one has lived on Earth in over a hundred and thirty years. There is 

no way that you were an adult back then too.  

 

 

Panel 4 

RANDI and CARSON are standing next to BILLY in front of MR. WAXMAN and JIMMY. 

They are clearly on BILLY’s side.  



 

BILLY:  It doesn’t add up, MR. WAXMAN. Tell us the real truth. How did this 

thing cause everyone to get sick and die? 

 

MR. WAXMAN: It’s all true. The device sustains life, but it also can make you very sick if 

it is out of whack the way it was. The waves that it gives off affects your brain.  

 

MR. WAXMAN: And, I’m almost two hundred years old. That’s why I’m in all of the old 

photos from the early years of the school.  

 

JIMMY:  Guys, he’s telling the truth. He’s in all those old photos. All of our parents 

know him. Even my grandparents remember him.  
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Panel 1: 

The students and MR. WAXMAN are walking down the halls of the school.  

 

MR. WAXMAN: You can’t ever tell or show anybody. They will destroy it trying to study 

it. We’ll all be lost.  

 

BILLY:  We promise. Right guys? 

 

RANDI:   Yeah.  

 

CARSON:  I swear.  

 

JIMMY:  Our secret.  

 

 

Panel 2: 

They are all standing in front of his utility closet.  

 

MR. WAXMAN: I won’t speak on it any further after I say this. One day you will have to 

take care of it if our race is to continue. I won’t live forever.  

 

MR. WAXMAN: Return everything and go back to class. Remember, this secret is the only 

way to save us all.  

 

 

Panel 3: 

The students are back in class and MS. SMITHERS and PRINCIPAL FRANK are still trying to 

figure out what to do. Some students are holding their tongues, others look blue in the face like 

they are holding their breaths.  

 

CAPTION: Desperate attempts to stop the student’s hiccups are being made. 

 

MS. SMITHERS: Okay, students, if you have hiccups, stick out your tongue as far as it can 

go. 

 

PRINCIPAL FRANK: Or, you can hold your breath for 15 seconds.  

 

 

Panel 4: 

Some students are chugging water and others have white faces like they are terrified.  

 

MS. SMITHERS Okay, drink all of that water in one big gulp. 

 

PRINCIPAL FRANKS: BOOOOOO! 



SFX (PRINCIPAL FRANK stomps his foot really loud): STUMP! 
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Panel 1: SPLASH PAGE 

MS. SMITHERS and PRINCIPAL FRANK are in an embrace at the front of the class smiling. 

RANDI, BILLY, CARSON, and JIMMY are all looking at each other smiling knowingly. The 

other students in the class are rejoicing.  

 

CAPTION: Without warning, the hiccups and nose bleeds stop. PRINCIPAL FRANK and MS. 

SMITHERS are certain that they finally did it. RANDI, CARSON, BILLY, and JIMMY know 

what really happened. MR. WAXMAN is the winner of this story.  

 

 THE END 


